Philosophy, Goals, Objectives, and Comprehensive Plans BP 0410

NONDISCRIMINATION IN DISTRICT PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES

The district believes in a policy which assures that there will be no discrimination in
employment and personnel practices. The Board of Education recognizes that a diverse
certificated and classified staff is an asset to the district and that interaction with a diverse
staff provides a valuable opportunity for students, staff, and community.

In keeping with these beliefs, the Board reaffirms its policy of nondiscrimination which is
a strong moral obligation and legal commitment to establish and implement programs
that ensure fair and equal opportunities in all areas of employment.

No layoff or involuntary transfer of those in present positions is recommended or
anticipated by the adoption of this policy.

Commitment

The Board shall provide equal opportunities in all areas and assure that there will be no
discrimination against any person on the grounds of race, religion, age, sex, national
origin, color, disability, political belief, sexual orientation, marital status or veteran's
status.

The Board is committed to equal opportunity for all individuals in education. District
programs and activities shall be free from discrimination based on gender, sex, race,
color, religion, ancestry, national origin, ethnic group identification, marital or parental
status, physical or mental disability, sexual orientation or the perception of one or more
of such characteristics. The Board shall promote programs which ensure that
discriminatory practices are eliminated in all district activities.

(cf. 4030 - Nondiscrimination in Employment)

(cf. 4032 - Reasonable Accommodation)

(cf. 4119.11/4219.11/4319.11 - Sexual Harassment)

(cf. 5145.3 - Nondiscrimination/Harassment)

(cf. 5145.7 - Sexual Harassment)

(cf. 5146 - Married/Pregnant/Parenting Students)

(cf. 6145.2 - Athletic Competition)

(cf. 6164.4 - Identification and Evaluation of Individuals for Special Education)
(cf. 6164.6 - Identification and Education Under Section 504)
(cf. 6178 - Career Technical Education)

(cf. 6200 - Adult Education)

District programs and facilities, viewed in their entirety, shall be in compliance with the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).

The Superintendent or designee shall ensure that the district provides auxiliary aids and
services when necessary to afford individuals with disabilities equal opportunity to
participate in or enjoy the benefits of a service, program or activity(as defined by the
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BP 0410

NONDISCRIMINATION IN DISTRICT PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES
(continued)

ADA). These aids and services may include, but are not limited to, qualified interpreters
or readers, assistive listening devices, notetakers, written materials, taped text, and Braille

or large print materials.
(cf. 6020 - Parent Involvement)

Individuals with disabilities shall notify the Superintendent or principal if they have a
disability that requires special assistance or services. Reasonable notification should be
given prior to the school-sponsored function, program or meeting.

(cf. 9320 - Meetings and Notices)
(cf. 9322 - Agenda/Meeting Materials)

The Superintendent or designee shall notify students, parents/guardians, employees,
employee organizations and applicants for admission and employment, and sources of
referral for applicants about the district's policy on nondiscrimination. Such notification
shall be included in each announcement, bulletin, catalog, application form or other
recruitment materials distributed to these groups. (34 CFR 104.8, 106.9)

The Superintendent or designee shall also provide information about related complaint
procedures.

(cf. 1312.3 - Uniform Complaint Procedures)
(cf. 4031 - Complaints Concerning Discrimination in Employment)

In compliance with law, the district's nondiscrimination policy shall be published in the
individual's primary language to the extent practicable.

(cf. 5145.6 - Parental Notifications)

Legal Reference:
EDUCATION CODE
200-262.4 Prohibition of discrimination
48985 Notices to parents in language other than English
GOVERNMENT CODE
11000 Definitions
11138 Rules and regulations
12900-12996 Fair Employment and Housing Act
54953.2 Brown Act compliance with Americans with Disabilities Act
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NONDISCRIMINATION IN DISTRICT PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES
(continued)

PENAL CODE

422.55 Definition of hate crime

422.6 Interference with constitutional right or privilege. CODE OF REGULATIONS, TITLE 5
4900-4965 Nondiscrimination in elementary and secondary education programs receiving state
financial assistance

UNITED STATES CODE, TITLE 20

1400-1482 Individuals with Disabilities in Education Act

1681-1688 Discrimination based on sex or blindness, Title I1X

2301-2415 Carl D. Perkins Vocational and Applied Technology Act

6311 State plans

6312 Local education agency plans

UNITED STATES CODE, TITLE 29

794 Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973

UNITED STATES CODE, TITLE 42

2000d-2000d-7 Title VI, Civil Rights Act of 1964

2000e-2000e-17 Title VII, Civil Rights Act of 1964 as amended

2000h-2000h-6 Title 1X

12101-12213 Americans with Disabilities Act

CODE OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS, TITLE 28

35.101-35.190 Americans with Disabilities Act

36.303 Auxiliary aids and services

CODE OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS, TITLE 34

100.1-100.13 Nondiscrimination in federal programs, effectuating Title VI
104.1-104.39 Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973

106.1-106.61 Discrimination on the basis of sex, effectuating Title 1X, especially:
106.9 Dissemination of policy

Management Resources:
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, OFFICE OF CIVIL RIGHTS PUBLICATIONS
Protecting Students from Harassment and Hate Crime, January, 1999
Notice of Non-Discrimination, January, 1999
Nondiscrimination in Employment Practices in Education, August, 1991
WEB SITES
U.S. Department of Education, Office of Civil Rights: http://www.ed.gov/officessfOCR
CDE: http://www.cde.ca.gov
Safe Schools Coalition: http://www.casafeschoolscoalition.org
Pacific Disability and Business Technical Assistance Center: http://www.pacdbtac.org
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Philosophy, Goals, Objectives, and Comprehensive Plans BP 0420.1

SCHOOL-BASED PROGRAM COORDINATION

In order to best serve students with special needs and students participating in designated
educational programs, the Board of Education encourages school-based program
coordination as a means for achieving flexibility in the use of the categorical funds
received by each school. The Board believes that resources acquired to assist students in
one program often can benefit other students without in any way depriving the originally
targeted group.

A school site council shall be established at each school to consider whether or not it
wishes the school to participate in school-based program coordination. All interested
persons shall have an opportunity to meet in public to establish the site council.
(Education Code 52852.5)

(cf. 0420 - School Plans/Site Councils)
(cf. 1220 - Citizen Advisory Committees)

The school site council of any participating school shall develop, for approval by the
Board, a school plan that addresses the components specified in Education Code 52853.
This plan shall be incorporated into the school’s single plan for student achievement
required for the state’s consolidated application process. (Education Code 52853, 64001)

Evaluation of each participating school’s educational program shall include an
assessment of the school’s effectiveness in meeting the needs of each student population
originally targeted by the categorical programs.

(cf. 0500 - Accountability)

(cf. 3553 - Free and Reduced Price Meals)

(cf. 5149 - At-Risk Students)

(cf. 6164.4 - Identification and Evaluation of Individuals for Special Education)
(cf. 6172 - Gifted and Talented Student Program)

(cf. 6174 - Education for English Language Learners)

(cf. 6190 - Evaluation of the Instructional Program)

Legal Reference: (see next page)



SCHOOL-BASED PROGRAM COORDINATION (continued)

Legal Reference:

EDUCATION CODE

8750-8754 Conservation education

41500-41573 Categorical education block grants
44520-44534 New Careers Program

51870-51874 Education technology

52200-52212 Gifted and Talented Education Program
52340-52346 California Regional Career Guidance Centers
52800-52887 School-Based Program Coordination Act
54000-54028 Educationally Disadvantaged Youth Programs
54100-54145 Miller-Unruh Basic Reading Act

54650-54659 Education Improvement Incentive Program
56000-56867 Special education

64000 Categorical programs included in consolidated application

BP 0420.1

64001 Single school plan for student achievement, consolidated application programs

MILITARY AND VETERANS CODE
500-520.1 California Cadet Corps

Management Resources:

Policy

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION PUBLICATIONS
Voluntary Template for the Single Plan for Student Achievement
WEB SITES

California Department of Education: http://www.cde.ca.gov
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Philosophy, Goals, Objectives, and Comprehensive Plans BP 0420.4

CHARTER SCHOOLS

Because state law governs many aspects of the approval and oversight of charter schools,
the district has little discretion over many aspects of charter procedures. These schools
shall operate under the provisions of their charters, federal laws and general oversight of
the Board, and shall comply with all applicable requirements of California law. This
policy shall be included as part of all charters approved by the Board.

Charter School Petitions

A charter school petition must be submitted on or before the date specified in the
administrative regulations in the school year preceding the school year in which the
charter school plans to open. The Board will grant a charter petition only if it is satisfied
that granting the charter is consistent with sound educational practice, governance and
fiscal accountability. The Board will carefully review all timely submitted charter school
proposals and any supplemental information, consider public and staff input, and
determine whether the charter petition adequately addresses all the provisions required by
law and sound educational practice. The Board shall approve a charter school petition
unless findings are made pursuant to Education Code 47605 which specifies the
following reasons for denial:

1. The charter school presents an unsound educational program for the pupils
enrolled in the charter school.

2. The petitioners are demonstrably unlikely to successfully implement the program
set forth in the petition.

3. The petition does not contain the number of signatures required by Education
Code 47605 (a).

4. The petition does not contain an affirmation to each of the conditions described in
Education Code 47605 (d).

5. The petition does not contain a reasonably comprehensive description of the 16
elements outlined in the law. (Education Code 47605 (b)

Petitioners are encouraged to provide the proposed charter and a summary of projected
enrollment for its first five years of operation to the district’s Educational Services
Department when petitioners begin circulation of the petition.

The district’s administrative regulations on charter schools are derived from the
Education Code and related California Code of Regulations.



BP 0420.4

CHARTER SCHOOLS (continued)

Charter School Accountability

The Board shall ensure that any charter granted by the Board contains adequate processes
and measures for holding the school accountable for fulfilling the terms of its charter.
These shall include, but not be limited to, fiscal accountability systems as well as
multiple measures for evaluating the educational program. To assist the Board in its
general oversight responsibility, upon request from the Superintendent or designee,
charters shall provide for regular reports to the Board related to the charter provisions.
(Education Code 47604.3.) A charter school shall submit annually a financial audit and
program audit. (Education Code 47604.3 and 47604.33(a))

Petitioners for charter schools shall submit curriculum content and performance standards
by level and subject area to the Superintendent or designee. (Education Code 47604.3)
Students who transfer from a charter school to a district public school program must
comply with all district policies and procedures relating to enrollment and transfer of
credit.

The Board shall have the option to appoint a designee to serve on a charter’s board of
directors. (Education Code 47604(b))

The Board will assess supervisory overhead costs as allowable under the law. In addition,
the district may provide additional technical assistance services on a contractual basis to a
charter school. (Education Code 47613)

Legal Reference:
EDUCATION CODE
17280-17317 Field Act
17365-17374 Field Act, fitness for occupancy
41365 Charter school revolving loan fund
42100 Annual statement of receipts and expenditures
42238.51-42238.53 Funding for charter districts
44237 Criminal record summary
44830.1 Certificated employees, conviction of a violent or serious felony
45122.1 Classified employees, conviction of a violent or serious felony
46201 Instructional minutes
47600-47616.7 Charter Schools Act of 1992, as amended
47640-47647 Special education funding for charter schools
47652 Funding of first-year charter schools
48000 Minimum age of admission (kindergarten)
48010 Minimum age of admission (first grade)
48011 Minimum age of admission from kindergarten or other school
51745-51749.3 Independent study
52052 Alternative accountability system
54032 Limited English or low-achieving pupils
56026 Special education
56145-56146 Special education services in charter schools
60600-60649 Assessment of academic achievement, including:
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BP 0420.4

CHARTER SCHOOLS (continued)

Legal Reference: (continued)
EDUCATION CODE (continued):
60605 Academic content and performance standards; assessments
60640-60649 Standardized Testing and Reporting Program
60850-60859 High school exit examination
GOVERNMENT CODE
3540-3549.3 Educational Employment Relations Act
54950-54963 The Ralph M. Brown Act
PENAL CODE
667.5 Definition of violent felony
1192.7 Definition of serious felony
CODE OF REGULATIONS, TITLE 5
11700.1-11705 Independent study
11960-11969 Charter schools
CODE OF REGULATIONS, TITLE 24
101 et seq. California Building Standards Code
UNITED STATES CODE, TITLE 20
6311 Adequate yearly progress
6319 Qualifications of teachers and paraprofessionals
7223-7225 Charter schools
CODE OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS, TITLE 34
200.1-200.78 Accountability
300.18 Highly qualified special education teachers
COURT DECISIONS
Ridgecrest Charter School v. Sierra Sands Unified School District, (2005) 130 Cal.App.4™ 986
ATTORNEY GENERAL OPINIONS

89 Ops.Cal.Atty.Gen. 166 (2006)

80 Ops.Cal.Atty.Gen. 52 (1997)
78 Ops.Cal.Atty.Gen. 297 (1995)

Management Resources:
CSBA PUBLICATIONS
Charter Schools: A Manual for Governance Teams, rev. 2005
CSBA ADVISORIES
Charter School Facilities and Proposition 39: Legal Implications for School Districts, September
2005
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION PUBLICATIONS
Special Education and Charter Schools: Questions and Answers, September 10, 2002
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION GUIDANCE
Charter Schools Program, July 2004
The Impact of the New Title | Requirements on Charter Schools, July 2004
WEB SITES
CSBA: http://www.csba.org
California Building Standards Commission: http://www.bsc.ca.gov
California Charter Schools Association: http://www.charterassociation.org
California Department of Education, Charter Schools: http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cs
Education Commission of the States: http://www.ecs.org
National Association of Charter School Authorizers: http://www.charterauthorizers.org
National School Boards Association: http://www.nsba.org
U.S. Department of Education: http://www.ed.gov
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Philosophy, Goals, Objectives, and Comprehensive Plans BP 0430

COMPREHENSIVE LOCAL PLAN FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION

The Board of Education desires to provide a free appropriate public education to all
individuals with disabilities, aged 3 to 21 years, who reside in the district, including
children who have been suspended or expelled or placed by the district in a nonpublic,
nonsectarian school.

Students shall be referred for special education instruction and services only after the
resources of the regular education program have been considered, and where appropriate,
utilized. (Education Code 56303)

(cf. 5144.2 - Suspension and Expulsion/Due Process (Students with Disabilities))

(cf. 6146.4 - Differential Graduation and Competency Standards for Students with Disabilities)
(cf. 6159 - Individualized Education Program)

(cf. 6159.1 - Procedural Safeguards and Complaints for Special Education)

(cf. 6159.2 - Nonpublic Nonsectarian School and Agency Services for Special Education)

(cf. 6159.3 - Appointment of Surrogate Parent for Special Education Students)

(cf. 6159.4 - Behavioral Interventions for Special Education Students)

(cf. 6164.4 - Identification and Evaluation of Individuals for Special Education)

(cf. 6164.6 - Identification and Education Under Section 504)

The special education local plan area (SELPA) shall administer a local plan and
administer the allocation of funds. (Education Code 56195)

(cf. 1220 - Citizen Advisory Committees)

(cf. 1312.3 - Uniform Complaint Procedures)

(cf. 3541.2 - Transportation for Students with Disabilities)
(cf. 4112.23 - Special Education Staff)

In order to meet the needs of individuals with disabilities and employ staff with adequate
expertise for this purpose, the district participates as a member of the SELPA.

The Superintendent or designee shall extend the district's full cooperation to the SELPA.
The policies and procedures of the SELPA shall be applied as policies and regulations of
this district, with the exception of those that apply to complaints, unless the SELPA plan
specifically authorizes the district to operate under its own policies and regulations.

Legal Reference: (see next page)



BP 0430

COMPREHENSIVE LOCAL PLAN FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION (continued)

Legal Reference:
EDUCATION CODE
56000-56001 Education for individuals with exceptional needs
56020-56035 Definitions
56040-56046 General provisions
56048-56050 Surrogate parents
56055 Foster parents
56060-56063 Substitute teachers
56170-56177 Children enrolled in private schools
56190-56194 Community advisory committees
56195-56195.10 Local plans
56205-56208 Local plan requirements
56213 Special education local plan areas with small or sparse populations
56240-56245 Staff development
56300-56385 Identification and referral, assessment, instructional planning
56440-56447.1 Programs for individuals between the ages of three and five years
56500-56508 Procedural safeguards, including due process rights
56520-56524 Behavioral interventions
56600-56606 Evaluation, audits and information
56836-56836.05 Administration of local plan
GOVERNMENT CODE
7579.5 Surrogate parent, appointment, qualifications, liability
95000-95029 California Early Intervention Services Act
WELFARE AND INSTITUTIONS CODE
361 Limitations on parental control
726 Limitations on parental control
CODE OF REGULATIONS, TITLE 5
3000-3089 Regulations governing special education
UNITED STATES CODE, TITLE 20
1400-1482 Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
UNITED STATES CODE, TITLE 29
794 Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Section 504
UNITED STATES CODE, TITLE 42
12101-12213 Americans with Disabilities Act
CODE OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS, TITLE 34
99.10-99.22 Inspection, review and procedures for amending education records
104.1-104.39 Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973
300.1-300.818 Assistance to states for the education of children with disabilities, including:
300.500-300.520 Due process procedures for parents and children
303.1-303.654 Early intervention program for infants and toddlers with disabilities

Management Resources:
WEB SITES
California Department of Education, Special Education: http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se
U.S. Department of Education, Office of Special Education Programs:
http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/osers/osep
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Philosophy, Goals, Objectives, and Comprehensive Plans BP 0440

DISTRICT TECHNOLOGY PLAN

The Board of Education recognizes that technological resources can enhance student
achievement by increasing student access to information, developing their technological
literacy skills, and providing instruction tailored to student needs. Effective use of
technology can also increase the efficiency of the district's noninstructional operations
and governance. The Board is committed to the development and maintenance of a
districtwide infrastructure and to providing staff professional development that will allow
the implementation of existing and new technologies.

(cf. 4040 - Employee Use of Technology)

(cf. 4131 - Staff Development)

(cf. 4222 - Teacher Aides/Paraprofessionals)
(cf. 4231 - Staff Development)

(cf. 4331 - Staff Development)

(cf. 6163.4 - Student Use of Technology)

The Superintendent or designee shall develop a three- to five-year technology plan
which:

1. Focuses on the use of technology to improve student achievement and is aligned
with the district's vision and goals for student learning

(cf. 0000 - Vision)
(cf. 0200 - Goals for the School District)
(cf. 6000 - Concepts and Roles)

2. Contains clear goals for the use of technology based on an assessment of district
needs
3. Addresses all components required for state or federal technology grant programs,

administered by the California Department of Education, in which the district
participates (Education Code 51871.5, 52295.35; 5 CCR 11974; 20 USC 6764;
47 CFR 54.508)

4. Addresses the use of technology to improve district governance, district and
school site administration, support services, and communications

(cf. 0400 - Comprehensive Plans)
(cf. 1113 - District and School Web Sites)
(cf. 3580 - District Records)

Planning Team

The Superintendent or designee shall appoint a planning team to assist with the
development of the technology plan. The recommendations of the committee shall be



BP 0440

DISTRICT TECHNOLOGY PLAN (continued)

advisory only and shall not be binding on the Board. The plan shall be submitted to the

Board for approval.
(cf. 1220 - Citizen Advisory Committees)
(cf. 9140 - Board Representatives)

Legal Reference:
EDUCATION CODE
10550-10555 Telecommunications standards
11800 K-12 High Speed Network grant program
51006 Computer education and resources
51007 Programs to strengthen technological skills
51865 California distance learning policy
51870-51874 Educational technology
52270-52272 Education technology and professional development grants
52295.10-52295.55 Implementation of federal Enhancing Education Through Technology (EETT)
grant program
60010 Instructional materials, definition
66940-66941 Distance learning
PENAL CODE
502 Computer crimes, remedies
CODE OF REGULATIONS, TITLE 5
11971-11979.5 Enhancing Education Through Technology grants
UNITED STATES CODE, TITLE 20
6751-6777 Enhancing Education Through Technology Act, No Child Left Behind Act, Title I,
Part D
UNITED STATES CODE, TITLE 47
254 Universal service discounts (E-rate)
CODE OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS, TITLE 47
54.500-54.523 Universal service support for schools, especially:
54.508 Technology plan

Management Resources:
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION PUBLICATIONS
Education Technology Planning: A Guide for School Districts, 2001
WEB SITES
CSBA: http://www.csba.org
California Department of Education, Education Technology Office: http://www.cde.ca.gov/Is/et
California Learning Resource Network: http://www.clrn.org
California Technology Assistance Project: http://www.ctap.k12.ca.us
International Society for Technology in Education: http://www.iste.org
Technical Support for Education Technology in Schools: http://www.techsets.org
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COMPREHENSIVE SAFETY PLAN

The Board of Education recognizes that students and staff have the right to a safe and
secure campus where they are free from physical and psychological harm. The Board is
fully committed to maximizing school safety and to creating a positive learning
environment that includes strategies for violence prevention and high expectations for
student conduct, responsible behavior, and respect for others.

(cf. 0510 - School Accountability Report Card)
(cf. 5131 - Conduct)
(cf. 5137 - Positive School Climate)

The school site council at each district school shall develop a comprehensive school
safety plan relevant to the needs and resources of that particular school. (Education Code
32281)

(cf. 0420 - School Plans/Site Councils)
(cf. 1220 - Citizen Advisory Committees)

The school safety plan shall take into account the school's staffing, available resources,
and building design, as well as other factors unique to the site.

Each school shall review and update its safety plan by March 1 of each year. New school
campuses shall develop a safety plan within one year of initiating operations. (Education
Code 32286)

Each school shall forward the safety plan to the Board for approval. (Education Code
32288)

The Board shall approve the plan at a regularly scheduled meeting.
(cf. 9322 - Agenda/Meeting Materials)

The Superintendent or designee shall ensure that an updated file of all safety-related
plans and materials is readily available for inspection by the public. (Education Code
32282)

(cf. 1340 - Access to District Records)

By October 15 of each year, the Superintendent or designee shall notify the California
Department of Education of any schools that have not complied with the requirements of
Education Code 32281. (Education Code 32288)

(cf. 1312.3 - Uniform Complaint Procedures)
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COMPREHENSIVE SAFETY PLAN (continued)

Legal Reference:
EDUCATION CODE
200-262.4 Prohibition of sex discrimination
32260-32262 Interagency School Safety Demonstration Act of 1985
32270 School safety cadre
32280-32289 School safety plans
32290 Safety devices
35147 School site councils and advisory committees
35183 School dress code; uniforms
35291 Rules
35291.5 School-adopted discipline rules
35294.10-35294.15 School Safety and Violence Prevention Act
41510-41514 School Safety Consolidated Competitive Grant Program
48900-48927 Suspension and expulsion
48950 Speech and other communication
49079 Notification to teacher; student who has committed acts constituting grounds for
suspension or expulsion
67381 Violent crime
PENAL CODE
11164-11174.3 Child Abuse and Neglect Reporting Act
CALIFORNIA CONSTITUTION
Article 1, Section 28(c) Right to Safe Schools
CODE OF REGULATIONS, TITLE 5
11992-11993 Definition, persistently dangerous schools
11987-11987.7 School Community Violence Prevention Program requirements
UNITED STATES CODE, TITLE 20
7101-7165 Safe and Drug Free Schools and Communities, especially:
7114 Application for local educational agencies
7912 Transfers from persistently dangerous schools
UNITED STATES CODE, TITLE 42
12101-12213 Americans with Disabilities Act

Management Resources: (see next page)
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COMPREHENSIVE SAFETY PLAN (continued)

Management Resources:
CSBA PUBLICATIONS
911! A Manual for Schools and the Media During a Campus Crisis, 2001
Protecting Our Schools: Board of Education Strategies to Combat School Violence, 1999
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION PUBLICATIONS
Safe Schools: A Planning Guide for Action, 2002
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION PUBLICATIONS
Practical Information on Crisis Planning: A Guide for Schools and Communities, January 2007
Early Warning, Timely Response: A Guide to Safe Schools, August 1998
WEB SITES
CSBA: http://www.csba.org
California Department of Education, Safe Schools: http://www.cde.ca.gov/Is/ss
California Office of Emergency Services: http://www.oes.ca.gov
California Seismic Safety Commission: http://www.seismic.ca.gov
Center for Effective Collaboration and Practice: http://cecp.air.org
Federal Bureau of Investigation: http://www.fbi.gov
National Alliance for Safe Schools: http://www.safeschools.org
National School Safety Center: http://www.schoolsafety.us
U.S. Department of Education, Office of Safe and Drug Free Schools:
http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/osdfs/index.html
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ACCOUNTABILITY

The Board of Education recognizes its responsibility to ensure accountability to the
public for the performance of district schools. The Board shall regularly review the
effectiveness of the district's programs, personnel, and fiscal operations, with a focus on
the district's effectiveness in improving student achievement. The Board shall establish
systems and processes to monitor results and to evaluate the district’s progress toward
accomplishing the district’s vision and goals.

(cf. 0000 - Vision)

(cf. 0200 - Goals for the School District)

(cf. 0400 - Comprehensive Plans)

(cf. 2140 - Evaluation of the Superintendent)

(cf. 3460 - Financial Accountability and Reports)
(cf. 4115 - Evaluation/Supervision)

(cf. 4215 - Evaluation/Supervision)

(cf. 4315 - Evaluation/Supervision)

(cf. 6011 - Academic Standards)

(cf. 6141 - Curriculum Development and Evaluation)
(cf. 6190 - Evaluation of the Instructional Program)
(cf. 9000 - Role of the Board)

(cf. 9005 - Governance Standards)

(cf. 9400 - Board Self-Evaluation)

The Board and the Superintendent shall agree upon appropriate measures of district,
school, and student performance and shall establish a schedule for providing regular
reports to the Board and the public regarding district progress.

(cf. 0510 - School Accountability Report Card)
(cf. 1100 - Communication with the Public)
(cf. 1112 - Media Relations)

Opportunities for feedback from students, parents/guardians, staff, and community
members shall be made available as part of the review and evaluation of district programs
and operations.

(cf. 6020 - Parent Involvement)

Indicators of district progress in improving student achievement shall include, but not be
limited to, the Academic Performance Index (API) established by the state’s
accountability system and measures of "adequate yearly progress” (AYP) required under
the federal accountability system.

(cf. 0520.1 - High Priority Schools Grant Program)

(cf. 0520.2 - Title I Program Improvement Schools)

(cf. 0520.3 - Title | Program Improvement Districts)

(cf. 6162.5 - Student Assessment)

(cf. 6162.51 - Standardized Testing and Reporting Program)
(cf. 6162.52 - High School Exit Examination)



BP 0500

ACCOUNTABILITY (continued)

Following the annual publication of the API and school rankings by the Superintendent
of Public Instruction, the Board shall, at a regularly scheduled meeting, discuss the results
of each school’s annual ranking. (Education Code 52056)

This discussion shall include an examination of scores from the Standardized Testing and
Reporting (STAR) program, by school, grade, and student subgroup, including
disaggregated data based on socioeconomic status, race/ethnicity, enrollment in special
education, English proficiency, and gender.

(cf. 3553 - Free and Reduced Price Meals)

Evaluation results may be used as a basis for identifying and developing strategies to
address disparities in achievement among student subgroups, implementing
programmatic changes, determining the need for additional support or assistance,
awarding incentives or rewards, and establishing other performance-based consequences.

Legal Reference:
EDUCATION CODE
33127-33129 Standards and criteria for fiscal accountability
33400-33407 CDE evaluation of district programs
44660-44665 Evaluation of certificated employees
51041 Evaluation of the educational program
52050-52059 Public Schools Accountability Act
60640-60649 Standardized Testing and Reporting Program
CODE OF REGULATIONS, TITLE 5
15440-15463 Standards and criteria for fiscal accountability
UNITED STATES CODE, TITLE 20
6311 Accountability, adequate yearly progress
6312 Local educational agency plan
6316 School and district improvement
CODE OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS, TITLE 34
200.13-200.20 Adequate yearly progress
200.30-200.35 Identification of program improvement schools
200.36-200.38 Natification requirements
200.52-200.53 District improvement

Management Resources:
CSBA PUBLICATIONS
Maximizing School Board Governance
WEB SITES
CSBA: http://www.csba.org
California Department of Education, Accountability: http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac
U.S. Department of Education, No Child Left Behind: http://www.nclb.gov
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SCHOOL ACCOUNTABILITY REPORT CARD

The Board of Education recognizes its responsibility to inform parents/guardians and the
community about the conditions, needs, and progress at each district school and to
provide data by which parents/guardians can make meaningful comparisons between
schools. The process of gathering and analyzing data also provides opportunities for
school and district staff to review achievements and identify areas for improvement.

The Board shall annually issue a school accountability report card (SARC) for each
school site. (Education Code 35256)

In preparing the district's report cards, the Superintendent or designee may choose to use
or adapt the model template provided by the California Department of Education. At
least every three years, the Board shall compare the content of the district's report cards to
the state's model template, recognizing that variances are allowed by law as necessary to
meet local needs. (Education Code 33126.1, 35256)

The Board shall annually approve the SARCs for all district schools and shall evaluate
the data contained in the SARCs as part of the Board's regular review of the effectiveness
of the district's programs, personnel, and fiscal operations.

(cf. 0500 - Accountability)
(cf. 6190 - Evaluation of the Instructional Program)
(cf. 9000 - Role of the Board)

The Superintendent or designee shall develop strategies for communicating the
information contained in the SARCs to all stakeholders, including opportunities for staff
and the community to discuss their content.

(cf. 0420 - School Plans/Site Councils)
(cf. 1100 - Communication with the Public)
(cf. 1112 - Media Relations)

Notification and Dissemination of SARCs

The Superintendent or designee shall annually publicize the issuance of the SARCs and
notify parents/guardians that a paper copy will be provided upon request. On or before
February 1 of each year, the Superintendent or designee shall make the SARCs available
in paper copy and on the Internet. (Education Code 35256)

(cf. 5145.6 - Parental Notifications)

Legal Reference: (see next page)



BP 0510

SCHOOL ACCOUNTABILITY REPORT CARD (continued)

Legal Reference:
EDUCATION CODE
1240 County superintendent, general duties
17002 Definition, including good repair
17014 Plan for building maintenance
17032.5 Portable classroom maintenance
17070.15 School Facilities Act; definitions
17089 Portable classroom maintenance
33126 School Accountability Report Card
33126.1 School Accountability Report Card model template
33126.15 School Accountability Report Card template
33126.2 Secretary of Education school accountability report card study
35256 School Accountability Report Card
35256.1 Information required in the School Accountability Report Card
35258 Internet access to the School Accountability Report Card
41409 Calculation of statewide averages
41409.3 Salary information required in the School Accountability Report Card
46112 Minimum school day for grades 1 through 3
46113 Minimum school day for grades 4 through 8
46117 Minimum kindergarten school day
46141 Minimum school day (high school)
51225.3 Requirements for graduation
52052 Academic performance index
52053 Immediate intervention/underperforming schools program
52056 Meeting growth targets
60119 Textbook sufficiency
60600-60618 General provisions
60640-60648 Standardized testing and reporting program
60800 Physical fitness testing
60850 High school exit examination
60851 High school exit examination
CALIFORNIA CONSTITUTION
Article 16, Section 8.5(e) Allocations to State School Fund
UNITED STATES CODE, TITLE 20
6311 State plans, including local educational agency report cards

Management Resources:
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION GUIDANCE
Report Cards, September 12, 2003
WEB SITES
CSBA, SARC Select: http://www.csbha.org/Services/Services/DistrictServices/SARC.aspx
California Department of Education, School Accountability Report Card:
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/sa
U.S. Department of Education, No Child Left Behind Act: http://www.nclb.gov
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