BOARD OF EDUCATION Attachment: Consent 9

PALO ALTO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT Date: 03.23.10
TO: Kevin Skelly, Superintendent
FROM: Ginni Davis, Assistant Superintendent - Educational Services

SUBJECT: Resolution 2009-10.13 — Children’s Bill of Rights

STRATEGIC PLAN INITIATIVE
Academic Excellence and Learning

BACKGROUND

The United Nations proclaimed an International Children’s Bill of Rights in 1990 and the State of
California passed its own Bill of Rights in 2009 modeled on the Bill of Rights for Children and Youth in
San Mateo County. In February 2010 the Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors adopted the Bill of
Rights for Children and Youth for this county’s children, written by the Santa Clara County Children’s
Agenda Vision Council (Attachment A). All Santa Clara County and local agencies are encouraged “to
adopt, publicize, and facilitate the Bill of Rights for Children and Youth into programs and activities for
the benefit or our youth.” The Santa Clara County Bill of Rights for Children and Youth was adopted by
the Santa Clara County Board of Education in January 2010.

The resolution was presented and celebrated at the Kids in Common 2010 Children’s Summit,
attended by Ginni Davis and Sharon Keplinger. According to Kids in Common, “As a public agreement,
adoption of the Bill of Rights for Children and Youth is a first step in ensuring that leaders are keeping
the needs of children and youth in the forefront when decisions are made regarding policies, budgets,
and government practices.”

FISCAL IMPACT
There is no fiscal impact for adopting this resolution.

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended the Board of Education adopt the Santa Clara County Bill of Rights for Children and
Youth (Attachment B).
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